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Windsor Essex Child/Youth Advocacy Centre (WECYAC) is a non–profit
charitable organization serving a population of 398,953 (Census 2016,
Statistics Canada) in the geographic area of Windsor and Essex County
(total of 8  municipalities). 

WECYAC provides advocacy services to diverse populations of children/
youth (age 0-18 years) and their supporting family members.  The centre
accommodates multidisciplinary team forensic interviews in a physically
and psychologically safe, neutral, trauma-informed, and children-friendly
setting.  

Victim advocacy and ongoing support and referral services are available to
all children and their families at the center to minimize the experience of
trauma and to offer opportunities for normative development.

Our organization is committed to raising public awareness regarding the
existence of child/youth abuse in our community.

WECYAC believes that children should only have to tell their story once.

A safe, responsive environment providing advocacy and healing for
children/youth victims of abuse

A community-based response focused on supporting victims of
child/youth abuse through investigative and collaborative excellence

Vision

Mission



Planning and Pilot

 The Department of
Justice Canada
provided WECYAC
with financial
support to “Pilot” a
one-year CYAC
Project in the
Windsor Essex
Community

WECYAC opened its
doors in the Applied
Health Sciences,
located on the main
campus of St. Clair
College. The only
CYAC in Canada to
be housed in an
academic instituition.

 WECYAC hired a
full-time Advocate
providing support
and service to our
community and
continues to work
towards building
partnerships. 

WECYAC saw a 37%
increase in clients
serviced and a 77%
increase in interviews
hosted. WECYAC hired
additional staff  to
meet the needs of our
community during the
ongoing pandemic

2017-2018

Community
Partnerships

2018-2019

Growth and
Collaboration

2019-2020 2020-2021

New Location
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Collaboration

Excellence

We care about people. We are
committed to act with compassion,
integrity, and honesty in all situations
and we listen with respect and
empathy.

We are passionate about our work
and focused on the best interests of
the children and youth whom we
serve. We recognize the uniqueness of
each child/youth and strive to adapt
our services to be responsive and
flexible to each situation.

We work closely with our community
partners to develop, deliver, and coordinate
services. We are dedicated to mutual
sharing of expertise and knowledge with
other agencies, professionals, and the
broader community.

We are determined to achieve ambitious,
measurable outcomes in working toward
our mission. We strive for accuracy and
credibility in the relentless pursuit of results.
We maintain best practices in all aspects of
operations.

Caring

Commitment

Values

By putting children/youth’s needs first, we work
at building effective relationships with
children/youth, and their families. By our words
and actions, we demonstrate respect for the
children/youth, and families we serve.

Integrity



Board of Directors, Committee Members 
and Advisors

Executive Officers
Carol Branget, Chair of Operations, Key Partner & Director
Dr. Sharon Pyke, Vice President & Director 
Lynda Ware, President & Advisor
Rick Derus, Secretary & Director
Sandy Anderson, Treasurer & Director

Advisors

Key Partner & Directors
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Fundraising Committee
Operations Committee
Adam Paglione, Member
Al Gibson, Member
Bradie Cox, Member
Carol Branget, Chair 
Corrin Primeau, Member
Corrine Brun, Member
Karen Dunn, Member
Patti Pastorius, Member
Richard Sieberer, Member
Scott Doherty, Member
Shelley Gignac, Member
Susan Porto, Member
Theresa Ouellette Klein, Member
Yvonne Maclellan, Member

Jack Bartlett, Member
Jessica Monteith, Member
Lynda Ware, Chair
Mary Kay Morand, Member
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Rehana Akhtar, Member
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Dr. Nila Das, Interim Executive Director 
Aimee Hartigan, Advocate
Alexa Pugh, Advocate 
Jade Powers, Advocate

Current Staff

Staff
Michelle Oake, Executive Director 
Camillia DiPasquale, Advocate

Students
Sara Harper
Bachelor of Social Work 
University of Windsor

Sabrina Damphouse
Child and Youth Care
St. Clair College



Board President and Interim Executive
Director/ Executive Director Report

Change is inevitable and this has remained true for 2021-2022 fiscal year! A
successful transition of staffing has led to new beginnings and opportunities for our
organization and the team has been exceptional.

As we ventured through many waves of the COVID-19 pandemic, Windsor Essex
Child/Youth Advocacy Centre’s (WECYAC)  fundraising committee and staff had to
reimagine fundraising events, fully embracing the concept of virtual fundraising. 

Fortunately, with grant funding provided by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, WECYAC
planned, organized, and executed its first #OnlyOnce Annual Giving Campaign.
Thanks to the generosity of ENWIN Utilities, Your Neighbourhood Credit Union (YNCU),
and the Windsor Essex community, WECYAC was able to raise $17,548 in 28 days to
provide wrap-around support for child/youth victims of abuse. WECYAC is looking
forward to building upon this campaign in future years to come!

This year, we have taken a closer look at our Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion initiatives
to reflect the community we serve. Part of our current focus is building and
strengthening awareness among, and connections with Ethnocultural communities,
LGBTQ2S+ and our Indigenous communities. While there is still much work to do,
significant progress has been made in several important areas. Moving forward, we
have revised our intake documents to collect, analyze and use demographic data to
report findings and inform future decisions. Our organization has also secured
accessible parking spots closer to our centre. We have promoted a welcoming
culture in which differences in skills, backgrounds, and experiences are respected,
valued, and celebrated. 

At WECYAC, compared to last year, we have supported 22% more children and
families. There has been a significant increase in cases involving male youth, aged
13-17, and a decrease in cases involving children aged 0-5. Our data shows that case
referrals related to sexual abuse and witness to family violence are higher than last
year with a significant decrease in physical abuse cases. We also observed a total of
24% increase in charges laid and where stepparents as offenders have more than
doubled since last year. We continue to collect data and monitor trends to build
awareness and develop new strategies to keep our children safe.

Pushing forward, our organization will begin reviewing our strategic plan – a strategy
that will allow us to lead through innovative ideas, passion, and collaboration to
address gaps in the continuum of services and to break down barriers for better
access to the meaningful avenues our victims deserve.
Our Mission and Vision remain the guiding principles of our actions.

As we look ahead, there will be challenging but necessary work to strengthen our
commitment to these principles. With the vision and support of our Board of Directors,
Advisors and incredible staff, St. Clair College, and volunteers. We look forward to
growing into a sustainable, forward-thinking organization for Windsor and Essex
Community. We would like to extend our deepest thanks!

Our founder and President Lynda Ware has served WECYAC for nearly a decade. This
will be her last term serving as Board President and we are excited for Lynda to
collaborate on our Board of Directors and in her new role as Past President.

Lynda Ware, 
Board President

Dr. Nila Das
Interim Executive Director
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A truly rewarding journey...to contribute to the evolution of WECYAC, a successful organization that
supports and services children and youth of abuse. My time, effort and commitment has been time well

spent..." President Lynda Ware
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Fiscal 2021-2022  Statistics
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Windsor Police Service
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Ontario Provincial Police
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Demographics of Clients Served

22% increase in total clients served
24% increase in charges laid
18% increase in male children
64% increase in children aged 13-17 years
41% decrease in children 0-5 years
16% increase in sexual abuse

Compared to Fiscal Year 2020-2021

Cases Per Police District
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Statement of 
Financial Position 
ending March 31 2022

Statement of Operations &
Net Assets
ending March 31 2022

Statement of Changes in 
Net Assets 
ending March 31 2022

Financial Report
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Donors and Supporters

Charitable Registration No. 71130 7926 RR0001 

Funders

Windsor Essex Child /Youth Advocacy Centre depends on financial support from grants
and community donations to provide services and support to children and youth who

have experienced abuse in Windsor Essex area. 
 

Please visit our website, www.wecyac.ca, to learn more about our organization. 

St. Clair College Anthony P. Toldo Centre For Applied Health Sciences, 
2000 Talbot Road West Suite #3304 Mailbox #12, 

Windsor, ON N9A 6S4

Windsor Essex Child /Youth Advocacy Centre


